Lord of the Empty Chairs
October 13, 2020: this morning I spent a couple of hours
removing pew chairs from our sanctuary, leaving only
enough for a small gathering of physically-distanced
worshippers, in the hopes that we will soon open for a
limited Sunday service. I’m grateful to our worship task
force who have spent hours researching safety protocols
and air filtration systems. I’m hopeful that all this will
allow for an in-person gathering in the near future (update:
page 4). However, as I removed pew chairs, my heart
grew heavy. Each chair was a reminder of a beloved
congregant I haven’t seen in months.
Each stack
represents a portion of our church family who won’t be
with us when we do come together. The remaining chairs
looked lonely in the empty space. It all felt to me like a
visual depiction of a hollow church, torn apart by COVID, by distance, by loneliness
and frustration, by political alienation. I’m aware that many in our fellowship have
struggled. That some have drifted away, looking for deeper connection and better
support elsewhere. I’m grieved by the loss, and troubled by the question of what we
could have done differently, or done more of, or done better.
And then my eyes drifted up to the wall above the stacks of chairs, where I noticed
the beautiful quilt crafted by Joan Spencer that graces our fellowship hall. It’s a large
cross, rendered in deep red, and when I saw it, something clicked. Here was the cross
– the great symbol of Jesus’ suffering love for you and me – looming over the empty
chairs. A reminder of a savior who took upon himself all the pain of his broken
people, and delivered it into the grave. As I paused to take it in, a phrase popped into
my head: “I am Lord of the empty chairs.” Jesus is Lord of it all. He’s the Lord of
this church, and of every struggling soul in it. He’s Lord of the lonely and the
frustrated. He’s the savior of his people in ways I can never be. He’s the Lord of the
future, the Lord of COVID-19, the Lord of shrinking budgets and tightening belts.
He’s the Lord of every election, every politician. He’s Lord of this nation and of
every nation. He’s the Lord of my fears – bigger than what worries me. When
nothing else can be trusted, HE can be trusted. He is Lord of the wind and the waves,
calling out “Peace! Be Still!” when the storm threatens us. All authority in heaven
and earth is his. No pandemic can halt his kingdom. No sin can exceed the power of
his grace – not our own sin, nor the sin of our enemies. He has planted the cross
between us and death. He has stepped into our place of suffering to set us free. The
bright red cross looming over the empty chairs spoke a message: Jesus knows our
pain. He came to take it on. We can leave it with him.
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Soon we will enter into the Advent and Christmas season. We’ll do our best to
create meaningful ways to worship, to sing carols, to recapture the traditions that
mark this special time of year. But even if the chairs remain mostly
empty; even if it never “feels” like Christmas this year; even if the storm
continues to rage, my eyes will return to the cross. To the savior who
came near, who stands with us, who died for us, who reigns over us,
calling us into a new and living hope. He is Lord of the empty chairs.
May we trust in him.
Yours in Prayer,
Jeremy Sanderson
Jeremy
Jeremy@oakhillspres.org
503-654-6173 (Pastor’s study)

SUNDAYS

...According to Matthew
Our journey through the Gospel of Matthew continues ...

November 1

“The Greatest Sermon Ever Preached:
Beatitudes”

Matthew 5: 1-12

November 8

“The Greatest Sermon Ever … Salt and
Light”

Matthew 5: 13-16

November 15

“The Greatest Sermon Ever … True
Righteousness””

Matthew 5: 17-48

November 22

“The Greatest Sermon Ever … Giving in
Secret”

Matthew 6: 1-6

November 29

Matthew 6: 7-13

ADVENT

“The Greatest Sermon Ever … How to
Pray”

December 6

“Joseph: Witness to a Miracle”

Matthew 1: 18-25

*December 13

“The Wise Men: Convergence”

Matthew 2: 1-6

*December 20

“The World’s First Church Service”

Matthew 2: 7-12

*December 24
Christmas Eve
Service Times TBA Candlelight Worship

Communion
Rev. Christy Polk

Pledge Sunday

Communion

Matthew 2:10

*December 27
Service of Praise and Testimony
10:00am Service
* (anticipated in-person service with simultaneous livestream—see page 4)

Fall Back
1 Hour
November 1st
to Pacific
Standard Time
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Coming in January “What’s So Amazing About Grace?”
10 week video-based study
Written by Philip Yancey who describes Grace as the “last best word” that
expresses the heart of the gospel. The Zoom class will last about 1 hour,
with a 12 minute video, group discussion and summary based on a
provided participant’s guide. References will also be made to Bible verses.
Sessions will cover such topics as – The Missing Ingredient, Letting Grace
Soak In, The Art of Forgiving, Grace Put to the Test, and Dispensing
Grace.
The class will begin at 7:00 pm on Thursday January 7, 2021 and end on
March 11, 2021. For questions, please call Sue Munn.
Instructor and Elder for Adult Spiritual Nurture.
Class is limited to 15 participants, so please call or email Sue Munn to make your
reservation by December 15, 2020.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH

Coming Soon:

Zoom Christmas Pageant
Pastor Christy is working on a script that can
be performed and recorded via Zoom with simple
lines and costumes. Please stay tuned for more
information on rehearsals and performing.
We hope every child/ youth can join in the fun!

You Helped Save
Trick or Treating!
Thank you to everyone who helped
with the
Children’s and Youth
Virtual Trick or Treating. Party. What
a blast! We hope you had a fun
Halloween and a blessed All Saints’ Day.
-Pastor Christy
~Rev. Christy Polk, Associate Pastor, Christian Ed
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Worship Update!!
The Process:

“When are we going back to church??!”
It’s a question I’ve heard again and again. Like
many churches, Oak Hills has wrestled with how
best to provide for indoor worship while
maintaining safety. Our challenges are
compounded by the small size of our sanctuary,
little outdoor air ventilation, an aging furnace, and
the significant number of older members we
serve, whose health is of paramount concern.
Back in March, we pivoted to pre-recorded
worship services via YouTube, hoping the
pandemic would be short-lived. Over the
summer, as the timeline lengthened, we focused
on readying for outdoor worship, investing in our
mobile sound system, livestream recording, and a
radio broadcast option. We enjoyed three
beautiful Sundays of outdoor worship, and would have held a fourth had it not been for wildfire smoke that
made outdoor breathing unhealthy. In the windstorm that accompanied the fires, our stage was damaged,
making it hard to continue outdoors in the small remaining window of good weather. At that time our
Worship Task Force began to research what it would take to make our sanctuary safe for an indoor gathering.
It became clear that our biggest challenge is air purification. CDC guidelines for indoor gatherings include air
filtration that efficiently removes the airborne particles the virus travels on, to a size of 0.3 microns. We
found that our furnace does not have the airflow capacity to use these high efficiency air filters. So the task
force recommended, and session approved, the purchase of four high-efficiency (HEPA) mobile air purifiers,
to be positioned around the perimeter of the sanctuary. These units, when used together, will circulate and
purify the air in our sanctuary with an efficiency (99.99%) that exceeds CDC guidelines. In addition, our task
force has identified the following safety measures for attendees: mask-wearing, temperature taking upon
entry, touchless hand sanitizers, physically distanced seating, a single-direction entry/exit flow to eliminate
accidental contact, and plexiglass barriers for those leading worship from the chancel.
The Plan: Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, air filtration equipment is backlogged. We expect to receive
our four HEPA air purifiers in early December. Therefore we are tentatively planning our first gathered
worship services for Sunday, December 13th. We hope to hold worship each Sunday from then on, as well
as several services on Christmas Eve. Each service will accommodate about 40 people, or about 18 family/
household groups. Attendance will be reserved through the church office. Depending on interest, we will hold
one or two services each Sunday. Attendees will wear masks, and music will not be participatory (singing has
been shown to carry a higher risk of virus transmission, even through a cloth mask). Anyone experiencing
cold or flu symptoms will be asked to stay home. For those not attending, we will continue to livestream the
service via YouTube, with the help of newly purchased camera equipment that will be installed in the rear of
the sanctuary.

What’s Next? Stay tuned for your opportunity to RSVP for our December services, as well as more detailed
instructions for attendance.
Finally, THANK YOU to our hard-working task force members! Cris Wright, Sue Munn, Hank Brown,
Tom Heimburger, Tom Miller, Aleksandar Stojanovic, and Christy Polk.
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One of the Families receiving funds from Loaves & Fishes.
Their names are: Ferron and Crystal.
They received the church's donation and are SO INCREDIBLY grateful!!! They give their many thanks to our
church.
Crystal is a college friend of Oak Hills member, Caitlin Burns. On Tuesday, September 8th, Ferron, Crystal
and their 3 year old daughter lost their home in the Alameda fire in Talent, Oregon. Crystal was able to get
some stuff out (including their two cats) but pretty much everything is gone.
They appreciate everyone who has helped them. Ferron and Crystal would like to thank each one for your
prayers, happy thoughts and your generosity. It means so very much to them. Thank you again!

The Giving Spirit of Oak Hills through Loaves & Fishes
$700 to Clackamas Service Center - May
$700 to Love, INC. - May
$700 to Father’s Heart Street Ministry - May
$750 to 3 anonymous Families in need - June
$500 of food to the Wichita Center - September
$700 to North Clackamas Education Foundation for the Emergency Housing Fund – October
$700 to Milwaukie Center for Meals on Wheels – October
(Funds continue to be disbursed as needs are identified)

Thank You So Much!!!
Clackamas Service Center

LACE UP SHOE DRIVE
Apx 40 pairs of new shoes were
collected for Love, INC.
THANK YOU!
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Instead of providing a Holiday Dinner this year at the Clackamas Service Center,
the Missions / Caring Team will use those funds to provide little care packages
that can be handed out to the people they serve. These packages will include
gloves, hat, small juice, small snack, a hygiene product, deck of cards, etc. These
will be purchased and bagged by the Team.
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SANTA’S HELPERS NEED OUR HELP
The Beachie Creek Fire destroyed the Upward Bound Camp where our men’s
retreats have been held. Every summer a group of 15 adults with special needs
attend the camp. Each Christmas, the camp has a party for these campers with
Santa, Jerry Pierce, giving out presents to them. They gather gifts all year long
and keep them in a shed at the camp. All was lost in the fire. Jerry and his wife,
Laura, would still love to play Santa this year! They asked us to please pray for
them! They would also love to give Christmas gifts to some of the kids in their
community whose families have lost everything in the fire. If you can help by
purchasing some of the items below, that would be so
appreciated!
Some ideas from Santa: Craft supplies-crayons, markers, colored
pencils, drawing tablets, watercolor sets, beads, coloring books
with Christian, or nature themes (anything not specifically for
Children), sewing supplies-crochet, embroidery, knitting, yarn, needles for knitting
and crocheting, thread, buttons. Stocking caps, stretch gloves, adult size socks,
cologne, perfume, hair brushes and hair adornments or fasteners. Puzzles (large
pieces, wooden or sturdy construction with 500 or less pieces), games such as card
games, or board games, Lego’s in small boxes, ages 6 to 12 years.
Basketballs, soccer balls, playground balls. Match box cars, small to
medium size stuffed animals, children’s story books, nature books,
Christmas or Nature DVD’s, Music CD’s, especially contemporary Christian, children’s
or country. Christmas ornaments, figurines, room decorations, etc. Fleece throws, quilts,
pillows, pillow cases, towel and wash cloth sets. A gift to fund the order of ‘scripture
based’ nativity books and ornaments to go with each gift.
The community of Christ is the greatest!!! We are so encouraged by your prayers
and support.
Laura and Jerry Pierce
A collection box be in the fellowship hall. Items should be unwrapped. If you are unable to get things to the church,
please call Joann and Dick Devlin, they would be happy to pick them up at your home. All collected items will be
delivered to Santa’s helpers on November 30th.
~ Joann –Dick Devlin.

Women’s Christmas Dessert 2020
The pandemic has caused many changes and cancellations in our present world. I would still
like to honor our Women’s Christmas Dessert night in a new way. We will do a Christmas Dessert
- Secret Santa exchange instead. You will receive a name of a person and you will deliver a card/
letter and purchased dessert to the person you are paired with. If you would like to participate,
please contact me – Sue Munn by Nov. 30. ~Sue Munn.
During the week after Nov. 30, I will pair you with another participant. Please deliver your
“Secret Santa” card and dessert by December 14.

Thank you and Happy Holidays!
Sue Munn
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Backpack Buddies
Like nearly everything else in 2020, Backpack Buddies will be different this year.

•

boxes, not bags

•

monthly, not weekly

•

packing in main fellowship hall, not Christian Education building

•

sign-ups to pack, limited to 10 people

•

Face mask required, not face shield

Boxes will be stacked in the fellowship hall, not taken to the shed when packing is finished.
The first packing session was completed on Saturday, October 24th. 50 Boxes were delivered to Lot Whitcomb School
on Monday, October 26th. The new counselor at Lot Whitcomb, Annie Schlegel, said the boxes will be picked up at
school on October 27 and 29 by families with food insecurity.

Items for each box:
· 1 bag of rice and 1 bag of beans, 1 bag of oranges/apples/bananas, 1 box of protein bars, 1 loaf of bread,
1 peanut butter, 1 jelly, 1 jug of applesauce
We have plenty of peanut butter on hand, even after Cathy Searles took 50 to Clackamas Service Center in September.
Many thanks to the generous folks who bought peanut butter this summer! If you see something on this list that you
would like to donate, please let me know. Also, reimbursement for BPB expenditures is available on request. Again this
year Clackamas County has given OHPC a grant for $2000.00 for BPB.
What about all the hams in the shed? We'll pack those in November. That way there will be no expectation of a ham
every month. ~Jim & Louise Anderson.

Ministry Partners
Looking to serve or give this Christmas?? Contact one of our Oak Hills Mission Partners to find out how you can help!
Backpack Buddies: Jim or Louise Anderson
Clackamas Love INC: Joan Jones; clackamasloveinc.org
The Family Room: Stacy Bellavia; familyroomoregon.org
King’s Cupboard Food Pantry: koklutheranorg/KingsCupboard
Lahash International: Krista Harper; lahash.org
North Clackamas Schools Volunteer Opportunities: Kathy Harrison.
Safe Place Romania: Pam Rigdon; safeplaceromania.com
Thiessen Roadhouse Ministries: Linda Thornton.
Wycliffe Bible Translators Kent and Kim Rasmussen; John and Jody Wilson.
~ Sylvia Totzke

Prayer Chain
You are invited to join our telephone or email Prayer Chain, to commit to pray for those
who have requested prayer for themselves or their loved ones.
~Joann Devlin
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Christmas
Caroling

We have a Door Safe!
For those who want a safe place to deposit
donations and tithing, the Slot in the office
door drops into a locked safe on the other
side of the door. Some have been
concerned it would just drop onto the floor.
This safe is checked regularly.

~Hank Brown, Sound Coordinator,
~Tom Heimburger, Media Shout,
~ Pastor Jeremy, 503.654.4321

We may not be able to sing in the sanctuary this Christmas,
but we can go outside and make a joyful noise while staying
6 feet apart!
Join us for a night of caroling the Oak Hills neighborhood.
Event scheduled for Friday, December 11th.
Rain date: Friday December 18th.
We’ll meet up at 7pm and divide into 2 or 3 groups,
depending on numbers. Each group will take a different
(short) route through the neighborhood, singing familiar
carols and Christmas songs as we go (lyrics sheets will be
emailed and should be printed at home beforehand). We ask
each individual/family group to remain physically-distanced
throughout the evening, and all participants are asked to wear
masks. Let’s cheer up our neighborhood with a musical
reminder of the season!

MEN’S (VIRTUAL)
BREAKFASTS
FIRST SATURDAYS BREAKFASTS
NOVEMBER 7TH &
DECEMBER 5TH @ 9:00AM
You will receive an email the week before
with a link to the zoom meeting. We will not
be able to gather in person, but we can still
talk with one another and have a short
devotional together.
~Larry Totzke
Please link your FRED MEYER Rewards card to
Oak Hills Presbyterian Church DV837.
Fred Meyer will make a quarterly donation to
Oak Hills based on Reward points.

Women’s Association
We will meet via zoom, Thursday, November
12th and December 10th at 9:30am.
“Asking the Right Questions: a Practical Guide
to Understanding and Applying the Bible” by
Matthew S. Harmon. All women are welcome!
~Louise Anderson
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ALL Church Trivia Nights
on Zoom 7:00 pm
Friday, November 6 and Friday, December 4
Sometimes it's just good to stop and have some fun with
your friends, even when you can't do it in person. Many of us
enjoy the competition of trivia contests, even if we think we
aren't very good. So, we are going to sponsor two all church
trivia nights on the first Fridays of November and
December. Every family in our church will receive an email
invitation the week of the contest. You will be asked to respond
to Larry Totzke. If you want to participate. Larry will then
respond by email with instructions and a Zoom invitation. If
you haven't used Zoom before, it's free and easy to use. Let's all
have some fun together and see who wins the prize for best
contestant ~Larry Totzke
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Oak Hills Presbyterian Church

2020

5101 SE Thiessen Road | Milwaukie, OR 97267
503-654-4321 | ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org
www.oakhillspres.org

SUNDAYS
Contemporary Worship 9:30am | Traditional Worship 11am
Nursery, Children’s and Adult Classes 9:30
Nursery, Children’s Choir, Adult Classes 11:00am
Youth Class 11am | Youth Group 6pm

SUN

1

MON

2

10am Worship

Office Closed

11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

12-6pm TFR

TUE

3
12-6pm TFR

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom)

9

10am Worship

Office Closed
12-6pm TFR

10am Worship

12-6pm TFR

23
12-6pm TFR

12

12-6pm TFR

13

14

17

18 10:00am Staff 19

20

21

27

28

Meeting
12-6pm TFR

12-6pm TFR
2pm Mission &
Caring Team
7pm Session Mtg 7pm AA

24

25

26

Office Closed
12-6pm TFR

12-6pm TFR

THANKSGIVING
Office Closed

7pm AA

30

10am Worship

Office Closed
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7 8:30am Men’s

7pm Trivia Night
(zoom)

Office Closed

29

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom

12-6pm TFR

8am-3pm Wycliffe 9:30am Women’s
Assoc (zoom)
12-6pm TFR

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom

11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

6

SAT
Breakfast (zoom)

11

Office Closed

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom

11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

5

FRI

7pm AA

15 10am Worship 16

22

10:00am Staff
Meeting

10

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom)

11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

4

THU

7pm AA

8
11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

WED

12-6pm TFR

1

2

12-6pm TFR

10 am Staff
Meeting
12-6pm TFR

3

4

5 8:30am Men’s
Breakfast (zoom)

7pm AA
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(Events subject to change.)

OAK HILLS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5101 SE Thiessen Road | Milwaukie OR 97267
503.654.4321 | www.oakhillspres.org
Rev. Jeremy Sanderson, Pastor (Jeremy@oakhillspres.org)
Rev. Christy Polk, Associate Pastor, Christian Ed. (Christy@oakhillspres.org)
Sue Howard, Administrative Assistant (ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org)

SUN

MON

2910am Worship 30
11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

2020
TUE
1

Office Closed
12-6pm TFR

10am Worship
11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

THU

2 10:00am Staff 3

4

12-6pm TFR

8

9

12-6pm TFR

12-6pm TFR
2pm Mission &
Caring Team

Office Closed
12-6pm TFR

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom)

10

11

14

10am Worship*

Office Closed

11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

12-6pm TFR

15
12-6pm TFR
7pm Session
Meeting

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom

20 10am Worship* 21

16

7pm Christmas
Caroling

17

18

19

24

25

26

1

2

12-6pm TFR
7pm AA

23

12-6pm TFR

12-6pm TFR

12-6pm TFR

27

28

29

30

10am Testimony
Service*

Office Closed

Office Closed

12

10:00am Staff
Meeting

22

11am Coffee Talk
(zoom)
6:30-7pm Middle
School (zoom)

8:30am Men’s
Breakfast
(zoom)

9:30am Women’s
Assoc (zoom)

7pm AA

13

SAT

5

7pm Trivia Night
(zoom)

12-6pm TFR

7

FRI

Meeting

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom

6

WED

Candlelight
Services

7:30-8pm High
School (zoom)

12-6pm TFR
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31
New Year’s Eve

12-6pm TFR

12-6pm TFR
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New Year’s
Day! 2021
Office closed

8:30am Men’s
Breakfast
(zoom)

(Events subject to Change)

