
 

 

The More Things Change… 
In the cover article for last year’s January/February Acorn, I wrote this about the coming 
year: “… none of us knows what it will hold. The only guarantee is that things will 
change.”  Wow, was I right.  Yes, things changed in 2020.  No, we didn’t know what the 
year was going to hold.  We could never have guessed, and if you had told us, we wouldn’t 
have believed you!  We’ve been through a year of more change, uncertainty and hardship 
than I can ever remember.  Most of us have grown so accustomed to change that we aren’t 
even surprised anymore by each new calamity.  Change is our new normal. 

So let me take this space to remind us of a few things 
that don’t change. Things that won’t change in 2021, no 
matter what else happens. Here are some things you can 
count on: 

#1. You are known and loved. “For the LORD your 
God is with you. He is a mighty savior. He will take 
delight in you with gladness. He will calm you with his 
love. He will rejoice over you in joyful song.” (Zephaniah 3:17). We can’t always see the 
fierce love of God towards us, just as a child is often unaware that mom or dad is standing 
over him, looking down in love, ready to help or protect.  But scripture declares that you 
and I are God’s beloved – fully known, held in grace, secure in his sovereign care. 

#2. You have a calling: “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 
saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep... Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” Romans 12 summarizes 
our calling in a nutshell.  We are the people of Christ, called to be peacemakers, agents of 
mercy, champions for righteousness, meeting the evils of our world head-on with the 
goodness of His kingdom.  That calling remains the same in every season.   

#3. You have a glorious future. “I have told you these things so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world.” (Jesus, John 16).  Jesus didn’t call us to endure the hardships of life by saying 
“Hey, buck up! Its not so bad!”  He called us to endure by teaching us that something better 
is coming.  This is why our faith is rooted in hope.  We know the present world is troubled 
– that is no surprise.  But we have a savior who endured the worst this world can conjure – 
death itself – and rose victorious from the grave.  His promise is to do the same for us.  No 
worldly calamity can change what he has in store – he has overcome! 

#4. You are part of the body of Christ. “Now you are the body of Christ, and individually 
members of him.” (1 Cor. 12:27). This year has been isolating in more ways than one.  
Social distancing, the closure of gathering spaces, and the divisive issues we’ve argued 
over have left many of us feeling alone, convinced that we’re on our own. But scripture 
disagrees. When Paul says “you are the body of Christ” he’s talking to each of us, and all 
of us together. You are not alone – you’re part of a family. You belong. You have a role to 
play. You’ve been knit together with all your siblings in Christ, and that includes your Oak 
Hills family. Church may look and feel a bit different these days, but the body of Christ is 
still alive and well, walking by faith, following Christ our Head. This year, I pray that we 
will stay rooted in fellowship, reminding one another of what doesn’t change: 
God’s love, his calling, the glorious future he promises, and our shared 
identity as his hands and feet. You belong. Together, we are his body... 

Yours in Him, 

 

  

          Jeremy 
Jeremy Sanderson                   

Jeremy@oakhillspres.org 
 503-654-6173  (Pastor’s study) 
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OAK HILLS  

PURPOSE 
Gather … Grow … Glorify 

To be gathered by the Spirit as 
a community of faith, to grow 
into the likeness of Christ, and 
to glorify God every day in all 

we do.  

CORE VALUES 
Bible-Centered, Prayer, 
Missional, Generosity, 
Hospitality, Sabbath, 
Empathy, Wholeness 

 

January 3 
 

“The Greatest Sermon Ever...Saving, 
Seeing, Serving” 

Matthew 6: 19-24  

January 10 
Communion 

“The Greatest Sermon Ever...Not to 
Worry” 

Matthew 6: 25-34  

January 17 “The Greatest Sermon Ever...Measuring by 
Grace” 

Matthew 7: 1-6  

January 24 “The Greatest Sermon Ever...Trickle-Down 
Generosity” 

Matthew 7: 7-12  

January 31 “The Greatest Sermon Ever...Finding and 
Following the Path” 

Matthew 7: 13-23 12:00 pm Annual 
Congregational Meeting 

February 7 “The Greatest Sermon Ever...Building 
According to Code” 

Matthew 7: 24-29  

February 14 
Communion 

“Healing Lessons” Matthew 8: 1-17  

February 17 
Ash Wednesday 

   

February 21 
 

“The Cost of Discipleship” Matthew 8: 18-27 1st Sunday in Lent 

February 28 “A Greater Power, A Deeper Healing” Matthew 8: 28-9: 7 2nd Sunday in Lent 

...According to Matthew 
Back in September we began a journey into Matthew’s beautiful story of the life of Jesus.  It’s a 
story we need to know, about a man who changed history, and who still changes hearts and lives.  
This year we jump back in and follow Jesus’ ministry as he teaches and heals, laughs and weeps, 
comforts and agitates, and ultimately walks the dusty road to Golgatha… We’ll be taking our time, 
savoring the details as we get to know this man we call Messiah – our Savior.  Join us! 

“What’s So Amazing About Grace?” 

10 week video-based study 

Written by Philip Yancey who describes Grace as the “last best word” 
that expresses the heart of the gospel. Sessions will cover such topics as 
– The Missing Ingredient, Letting Grace Soak In, The Art of Forgiving, 
Grace Put to the Test, and Dispensing Grace. 

This zoom class begins at 7:00 pm on Thursday January 7, 2021.There 
are Participant's Guide books available if a few more people would like 
to join.  The class will last about 1 hour and will include an Opening, 12 minute video, 
group discussion, and summary with Bible references. 

Look forward to seeing you.  Sue Munn Elder for Adult Spiritual Nurture      

 "Very big congratulations to Sue Van Stelle, former Oak Hills Children's and 
Youth Director, on her first ordained ministry call! Sue will be serving as 

Pastor of Mount Scott Park Presbyterian Church here in the Portland area. She 
is expecting to be ordained and installed this spring." 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 

~Pastor Christy 

Zoom Youth Group Continues 
 in the New Year 

 

Sunday nights:  
Middle School 6:30-7:15pm 
High School 7:30-8:15pm 

 

If you are new to Oak Hills, Please contact Pastor Christy at 
christy@oakhillspres.org to get the Zoom link.        

A huge Thank You to  

everyone who participated in the Christmas 
pageant, “All Alone Together” this year. It was fun 

experimenting with a different  

format, and the kids were amazing!  

If you missed the pageant, it is available on the 
church YouTube page. 

-Pastor Christy 

 

 

A ZOOM pageant 
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Backpack Buddies Update 
Three times this fall a team of 10 Backpack Buddies 
volunteers have packed food boxes for 50 families at     
Lot Whitcomb School. The counselor arranges for 
families to drive by the school at specific times when 
a box is carried out to their car. Since there is a 
holiday in both November and December, a canned 
ham was the first item to go into the box. Also 
included was applesauce, peanut butter, grape jelly, a 
box of protein bars, and a loaf of bread. A bag of 
apples went into the box the first two months, and a 
bag of clementines (mandarin oranges) the third 
month. We’re on stand-by in January to pack a box of 
food, or resume packing weekly bags of food, 
depending on whether or not schools re-open. With 
the BPB account being robust, Oak Hills sent $450 
from the fund to North Clackamas Education 
Foundation for the purchase of food for the pantry at 
the Wichita Family Center. Many thanks to all who 
have volunteered time, donated peanut butter and 
other items, including cash. ~Louise Anderson 

TOY DRIVE for Evans Creek Camp, Lyons, Oregon 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

Our Oak Hills family did it again! We had a very successful donation drive for Evans Creek Camp’s, special 
needs campers and the Beachie Creek Fire victims.  We filled two cars, one with seats folded down and both 
were filled to the roof.  We delivered everything to Santa and his helper.  He was dressed in all red with a 
mask on that said “ho, ho, ho.”  Cannot tell you how thankful he was and said he would send me some 
pictures.  During this time of collecting things from the church, I communicated with a neighbor that had a 
large collection of teddy bears that had never been played with and been just packed away.  I explained our 
collecting for the camp and within a week, she brought bags full of bears all sizes and in prime 
shape.  Another Neighbor said she wanted to help.  I sent her a copy of the list and she brought over 4 bags 
of books, paints, coloring books, etc.!  My nephew and sister made blankets, hats and scarves to donate plus 
my 3 children gave donations and one brought me cash, which I gave to Santa so he could fill in with things 
he may need to buy. I was also able to give 10 of the bears to my nephew who works with 3 to 5 year old 
children who come from families that are having rough times right now.   I also gave 5 bears to a friend, who 
had also donated to our cause, as she was involved with a group that was donating to a Foster Children 
Organization.  As you can see, our project involved people from the community who gave and also 
received.  Again, thank you and God bless.     ~Joann Devlin 

Clackamas Service Center  
Christmas Dinner was cancelled this year 

due to covid.    
Cathy Searles asked how Oak Hills could support the 

center during the holidays.  The center asked for 125 one
-gallon individual care packages for their clients. These 
bags could contain gloves, hats, playing cards, toiletry 

items, etc.  Cathy  purchased, packed and delivered the 
bags to CSC on Monday, November 23rd.   

~Cathy Searles, Missions Elder 

    RED CROSS 
   Blood Drive 
   February 4th  

   1:30—6:30pm 
   ~Liz Nelson       
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We are partnering with  
Love INC during the month 

of February for our annual 
nonfood pantry drive. This 
Love, INC nonfood pantry is 
located at Milwaukie 
Lutheran Church. This 
pantry serves low income, 
homeless people in the 
North Clackamas area.  
Items needed include 
Cleaning items —
dishwashing liquid, all 
purpose cleaner, laundry 
soap (not from Dollar Store), 
paper towels, windex, 
comet. 
Personal Hygiene items —
toothbrush, toothpaste, 
dental floss, toilet tissue, 
razor, shave cream, 
shampoo, conditioner, soap, 
hair brush, comb, deodorant.  
 
There will be a box in the 
fellowship hall for your 
donations. 
~Cathy Searles, 
Missions Elder 

      PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THE EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN  

       PRAY FOR PEOPLE IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME, 

My name is Joann Devlin and wanted to write a little more about the prayer chain for 
those of you that may be new or are a little worried about what joining exactly 
means.   I feel at this time, especially, during this Covid, it would be important to 
elaborate a little about it.  Since we are all pretty much “home bound” these days, and 
we cannot be with our church family, the prayer chain offers you a chance to keep up 
and stay connected with people in our church.  People contact me through email or 
phone, and let me know if they are ill, going to have surgery, or if they would like 
prayers for a loved one or friend.  I then contact the prayer chain only through an 
email, or by phone, if you do not have a computer.  You then will know who needs 
your prayers.  I will also try to keep you updated on how those, we are praying for, are 

doing.  THAT IS IT!  It keeps us in communication through the week (not just on Sunday) or when you have been on 
vacation on what is happening.  I started this many years ago, when we had not been able to go to church for a couple 
weeks, and then found out a church member, who had been ill, had unexpectedly passed away and the funeral was 
over.  This was also before cell phones and not many had computers.  Anyway, I sure hope you will consider joining 
us.  If so, you can email me or call me at Home or Cell.   

Ministry Partner Updates 

It’s been a busy, stretching year for our ministry partners. In this update, we offer 
practical ways we can aid them in their ministries. 

John and Jody Wilson, Wycliffe Bible Translators: Encourage a New 
Missionary!  
The Wilsons coach Wycliffe staff who are preparing to go to their field of service to 
be members of Bible translation teams. The journey to get to their chosen field is 
never easy. Some are delayed because of health issues, lack of financial and prayer 
supporters to name a few. John and Jody receive prayer letters from the thirty new 
staff they coach and have chosen some of those staff who could use extra 
encouragement. The Wilsons have sent us the prayer letter and some background on 
each staff and would like individuals to choose a staff member, read the prayer letter, 
pray for them and then send them a note of encouragement. If you would like to 
encourage a new missionary, contact Sylvia Totzke to receive more information. 
 
King’s Cupboard Food Pantry: Food and Cash Donations Needed 
The pandemic has totally changed how King’s Cupboard provides services to those 
needing food. Instead of the relational shopping experience inside the church, people 
pick up prepacked boxes of food while in their car. More people are needing the 
services of King’s Cupboard so more food and cash donations are needed. At Oak 
Hills, there is a bin marked “King’s Cupboard” where you can place donations of 
food. Canned goods and cooking oil are several of the needs.  
 
North Clackamas School District: Wichita Family Support Center Needs 
The Wichita Center needs donations of food and hygiene items. The following link is 
a list of what items they need and their hours: 

 https://www.nclack.k12.or.us/wichita/page/donations 
 
 
Lahash: Participate in Rice and Beans Project during Lent 
This will be the fifth year that Oak Hills will participate in this project that benefits 
children in East Africa. More details to follow! 
 
~Sylvia Totzke:  
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Women’s 
Association   

Women’s Association meets the second 
Thursday of the month on Zoom! When 
Session gives permission for us to meet in 
person in the Fellowship Hall, our group will 
grow. We look forward to having those who 
are not so comfortable with computers 
rejoining us when we are together again. 
Please contact Louise Anderson, phone or by 
e-mail if you want to come. 

Thursday, January 14, 9:30am 

Thursday, February 11, 9:30am 

~Louise Anderson 

NEW AV SYSTEMS AND AV TEAM 
OPPORTUNITIES!! 

Oak Hills has installed new Audio-Visual 
equipment to enhance our worship!  We have a 
new AV presentation computer, updated 
presentation software, a new digital sound 
board, a new wireless microphone system, and 
new speakers in the sanctuary.  Our new AV 
system is "state-of-the-art"!  They are much 
easier to operate, provide higher quality, and 
have the capacity for future growth.  But 
what's most needed now are VOLUNTEERS 
TO SERVE ON OUR AV TEAM!!  You absolutely 
do not need AV experience to operate our new 
systems!  Come join us in the AV booth during 
a Sunday service to see how much fun and 
rewarding it can be to serve as a vital part of 
our worship!  Contact Tom Heimburger, or 
Hank Brown, to learn more about AV volunteer 
opportunities. 

Thank you's 
     
 1. To all the women who participated in 
the Secret Santa card and dessert 
exchange.  Hope you all were surprised 
and also enjoyed being a giver! 
     2. To the members of the Task Force 
and extras who helped with the cleaning 
and sanitizing of the church for our 
opening on December 13th. 
         Those helpers included - Jeremy 
Sanderson, Aleksander & Sofia 
Stojanovic, Cris Wright, Sue Howard, 
and Craig & Sue Munn.                   
~Sue Munn 

Annual Congregational Meeting: 
We will hold an important meeting of the 

Congregation on Sunday, January 31st at 
12pm.  Items of business include a review of the 

2021 budget, the election of our nominating 
committee, and some updates about where we’re 

headed in the coming year.  In order to ensure broad 
participation, the meeting will be held via 

Zoom.  For security purposes, the meeting link will 
be sent under separate cover.  PLEASE PLAN TO 

JOIN US!  This is an important time to come 
together as a church family!   

Maxine Made the Papers! 

Our friend Maxine Zobrist 
turned 100 on December 
20th, and celebrated with a 
driveway party in the 
rain!  Many of you drove 
by to wish her well, and 
she was all smiles, all day 
long.  Her party was so 
impressive, she made the 
Clackamas Review!   

Happy Birthday Maxine! 
(and thanks to Louise 
Anderson for the photo). 

 



 

 

    SUN      MON      TUE      WED      THU      FRI      SAT 

27 
 9:15 & 11am 
Worship & 
Testimony 
Service 

   
Youth (zoom) 

28 
 Office Closed 
 
 
  
 

29 
 
  
  

30 
 

 
 
  
 
  

31 New Year’s 

Eve 
 
 
 
 
  

1Office Closed 
  New Year’s Day 
 
  

2 
  
 
 
 

3  

    9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
  
 
 Youth (zoom) 

4 

 Office Closed 
 
 
12-6pm TFR 

 
 

 5 
  
 
  
12-6pm TFR 
  

6 
 10am Staff Mtg 
  
 12-6pm TFR 

 
  
  

7 
  
  
 
 
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

8 
  
  
  
  
 7pm Trivia 
(zoom) 

9 

 9am Men’s 
 Breakfast (zoom) 
 
 
  
 

10  
 9:15 & 11am 

Worship 
  

 
 
 
 Youth (zoom) 

11 
 Office Closed 
 
 
 12-6pm TFR 
 
 

12 
 
  
 
 12-6pm TFR 
 
 

13 
 
 
 12-6pm TFR 
  2pm Missions & 

Caring 
 
  

14 
 9:30am Women’s 
Association 
(zoom) 

 
 
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

15 
 

  
 
 
  

16 

  

17  

  9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
    
 

 Youth (zoom) 

18 
 Office Closed 
 
 

 12-6pm TFR 
 
 

19 
 
 
  
 12-6pm TFR 
 7pm Session 
Meeting 

20 

  10am Staff Mtg 
12-6pm TFR 
  
  
 7pm Alpha (zoom) 
  

21 
 
 
 
 
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

22 
  
  
  
  

23      
 

24 9:15 & 11am 

Worship 

319:15 & 11am 

Worship 
 12:00pm 

Congregational 
Meeting 

25 

 Office Closed 
 
  
 12-6pm TFR 
 

26 
   

  
  
 12-6pm TFR 

27 
 
 
 
 12-6pm TFR 
 
 7pm Alpha (zoom) 

28 
 

 
  
 
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

29 
 . 

30 
  
 
 
 

 

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church   
5101 SE Thiessen Road  ◼   Milwaukie, OR 97267 

503-654-4321  |  ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org  |  
www.oakhillspres.org 

SUNDAYS  
 Worship 9:15am  &  Worship 11am 

  
Youth Group (zoom) 6:30pm Middle School 

                                     7:30pm High School  
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Sue Howard, Administrative Assistant (ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org)  

      SUN      MON      TUE      WED      THU      FRI      SAT 

31 
 
  9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
  
 Youth (zoom) 

1 Office Closed 

 
  
 12-6pm TFR 
 

2  

  
 

 12-6pm TFR 
 

   

3 
 10am Staff Mtg 
 

 
 12-6pm TFR 
 
 7pm Alpha (zoom) 

4 
 

 
 1:30-6:30pm Red 
Cross Blood Drive 

 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

5 
   
 
 
 
 7pm Trivia 
(zoom) 

6 
  9am Men’s 
Breakfast (zoom) 

 
 
 
 

 

7 

 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

  
 
 
 Youth (zoom) 

8 Office Closed 

 
  
 12-6pm TFR 
 

9 
 
   
 12-6pm TFR 

10 
 
 
 12-6pm TFR 
 2pm Missions & 

Caring 
 7pm Alpha (zoom) 

11 
 9:30am Women’s 
Association 

(zoom) 

   
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

12 
 
  
 

 
  

13 

 

14  
  
 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
  
 

 Youth (zoom) 

15 Office Closed 

 
 
  
 
 
 12-6pm TFR 

16 
  
   
 
 12-6pm TFR 
  
 7pm Session Mtg 

17   Ash     

Wednesday 
 10am Staff Mtg 
  
 12-6pm TFR 
 2:00pm Mission &  
Caring Team 

. 
 7pm Worship 

18 
  
 
  
 
7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

19 
 
 
  
 
  

20 
  
 
 
 
 

21 

 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
  

 

 Youth (zoom) 

22 Office Closed 

 
  
 12-6pm TFR 
 

23  
 
  
 12-6pm TFR 

 
  
 

24 

  
 
 12-6pm TFR 
 
 
 7pm Alpha (zoom) 

25 
 
 
 
 
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

26 
 
 
  
 
  

27 
  
 

 
 
 

 

28 
 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
  
 
  Youth (zoom) 

1 

 Office Closed 
 
 
l 12-6pm TFR 

2 
 
  
 

 

  12-6pm TFR 

3   

 10am Staff Mtg 
  
 
 12-6pm TFR 
 
 7pm Alpha (zoom) 

4 
 
 
 
 
 7pm “Grace” class 
(zoom) 

5 
  
 
 
 
 7pm Trivia 
(zoom) 

6 

  9am Men’s 
Breakfast (zoom) 
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