
Order of Worship – December 13th, 2020 – 3rd Sunday in Advent 

Prelude 

Welcome & Opening Prayer 

Call to Worship: 

By the tender mercy of our God 

The dawn from on high will break upon us, 

Giving light to those who sit in darkness, 

Guiding our feet into the way of peace! 

Opening Hymn: “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart! 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King. 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Song of Praise: “Emmanuel” 

Together in this place of worship your greatness we proclaim. 

We stand as one in giving you all glory and acclaim. 

To you our hearts are open, to you our hands we raise; 

Come take the place of honour in our lives. 

(Chorus) Emmanuel! Our God is with us! 

Prince of Peace, Mighty One: the ever-living God! 

See the praises of our Saviour rise to open skies 

With the dawning of redemption, your glory will arise 

For you alone are worthy, here in Zion you are praised 

Our Lord and King forever you will reign… 

(Chorus) 

(Repeat) 



Prayer of Confession: O Lord of light, come and shine upon us. We acknowledge 

the sin that overshadows us, and the darkness that pervades the world.  Come 

flood the shadows with the brightness of your redeeming love.  Through Jesus 

Christ, Light of the world, we pray.   

Assurance of Forgiveness: (I John 1:5-7) 

God is light, 

In him there is no darkness. 

If we walk in the light as he is in the light, 

Then we have fellowship with one another, 

And the blood of Christ Jesus, his son,  

cleanses us from all sin. 

Song of Response: “Shine On Us” 

Lord, let your grace – grace from your hand, fall on us. 

Lord, let your grace – grace from your hand, fall on us 

That we may be saved. That we may have life. 

To find our way in the darkest night! Let your grace come over us. 

Scripture Lesson: Matthew 2:1-6.   Message: “The Wise Men: Convergence” 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Song of Preparation: “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;  

oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.  

Swift are winging, angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing:  

Christ the babe is Lord of all! Christ the babe is Lord of all! 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil 'til the morning new  

saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.  

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:  

Christ the babe was born for you! Christ the babe was born for you!  



Words of Institution & Sharing of the Meal 

Closing Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! 

Benediction 


