A Different Kind of New Year
Last year this time, many of us met the coming New Year with relief. “Surely this year” we
thought, “the pandemic will end. Life will return to normal.” This time around, as the New
Year arrives, it’s harder to feel optimistic. Strains of COVID are still circulating. The political
angst we’ve experienced has settled in, not gone away. There’s nothing magical about a new
year to somehow mend the torn fabric of our world. So this year, as the calendar page turns,
I’m not waiting on the world to work itself out. Rather, I’m choosing to embrace the freedom
I’ve been given to live in this world according to the wisdom
and will of God, whose faithfulness is unchanging.
Often, people begin a new year with new year’s resolutions,
generally having to do with weight loss, housecleaning or
financial savings – all of which are worthy goals. But let me
propose a few less common goals that scripture offers us for
turning over a new leaf as we begin a new year:
Commit scripture to memory: “My child, do not forget my
teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments” (Proverbs 3:1). Whether it’s a “verse for
the year” that God puts on your heart, or a Psalm of praise, or the whole first chapter of
Philippians, bible memorization is a great way to allow God’s Word to shape our thoughts and
attitudes as we go about our day.
Take a step toward reconciliation: “First go and be reconciled, then come and offer your
gift.” (Matt. 5:24). It happens a lot these days: a conversation goes haywire, an old friend drops
off our radar screen, a difference of opinion leads to resentment or relational rupture. What
would it look like to take a step toward healing? A card or phone call? An honest examination
of our own hearts? The humility to let bygones be bygones and lead with love? The power of a
simple “I’m sorry”? How heaven rejoices when we on earth offer and receive the gift of
forgiveness!
Deepen your prayer life: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances…” (I Thess. 5:16). When the Bible exhorts us to “pray without ceasing,” it’s not
asking us to spend all day on our knees with hands folded. It’s a reminder that at every
moment, in every situation, God is with us. He is the primary companion of our days. He is our
faithful dialogue partner, if only we will keep up our side of the conversation. What would it
look like to develop the habit of prayer? How might we live in continual dialogue with the one
who knows us best and loves us most? There may be no simpler, more powerful change we
could make in our lives than this.
Check your worry: “Do not worry about tomorrow; today’s trouble is enough for
today.” (Matt. 6:34). When Jesus invites us not to worry, he’s getting down to the heart of the
life of faith. Many of us live outwardly Christian lives, but hold onto an inner worry that
reveals where our hopes really lie: in our circumstances, or in ourselves. What would it mean to
trust Jesus that “the Father knows what you need”? It’s his job, not ours, to hold the future. Our
calling is simply to walk with him.
Imagine a 2022 in which worry is replaced with prayer. In which our inner life is transformed
by the Word of God. In which dying friendships come alive again. In which the state of our
hearts is no longer dependent on the state of the world. Praise God for his invitation to live
abundantly in him! May we know his presence this year as we step forward together…
Yours in the Journey,

January
February
2022
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Jeremy
Jeremy Sanderson
Jeremy@oakhillspres.org
503-654-6173 (Pastor’s study)

SUNDAYS

...According to Matthew
Back in September we began a journey into Matthew’s beautiful story of the life of Jesus. It’s a
story we need to know, about a man who changed history, and who still changes hearts and lives.
This year we jump back in and follow Jesus’ ministry as he teaches and heals, laughs and weeps,
comforts and agitates, and ultimately walks the dusty road to Golgatha… We’ll be taking our time,
savoring the details as we get to know this man we call Messiah – our Savior. Join us!

January 2

Testimony Sunday

January 9

“Laws, Loopholes & the Lord of Life”

Matthew 19: 1-12

January 16

“The Small and the Great”

Matthew 19: 13-30

January 23

“The Audacity of Grace”

Matthew 20: 1-16

Larry Totzke, Preaching

January 30

“Kingdom Ambition”

Matthew 20: 17-28

10:30 am Annual
Congregational Meeting

February 6

“What Do You Want?”

Matthew 20: 29-34

February 13

“Cleansing the Temple”

Matthew 21: 12-17

February 20

“The Proof is in the Fruit”

Matthew 21: 28-46

February 27

“Robed for the Banquet”

Matthew 22: 1-14

Communion

Communion

OAK HILLS
PURPOSE
Gather … Grow … Glorify

Annual Congregational Meeting:

Sunday, January 30th at 10:30 am
We will hold an important meeting of the
Congregation. Items of business include a review
of the 2022 budget, the election of our nominating
committee, and some updates about where we’re
headed in the coming year. In order to ensure
broad participation, the meeting will be held in the
sanctuary and via Zoom. For security purposes,
the meeting link will be sent under separate
cover. PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US! This is an
important time to come together as a church
family.
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“Oak Hills
Welcome Weekend”

For those looking to ask
questions, get connected, or
join in Membership
at Oak Hills.
Friday evening, January 28th
Saturday morning, January
29th.
Child care is available.
For questions or to sign up
contact the office at
503.654.4321
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To be gathered by the Spirit
as a community of faith, to
grow into the likeness of
Christ, and to glorify God
every day in all we do.

CORE VALUES
Bible-Centered, Prayer,
Missional, Generosity,
Hospitality, Sabbath,
Empathy, Wholeness

CHILDREN & YOUTH

`

A Huge Thank you!
To ALL the Pageant Participants for

a wonderful 2021 Pageant!

Youth vs Aged to
Perfection Game
Night

Worshiping from home with
your kids?
Want Children’s Sunday
School lessons to do at home
with your kids?
Email Susan Teague about
Resources susan@oakhillspres.org

YOUTH EVENTS
Helping Backpack
Buddies!

YOUTH ARE
HUNGRY
for both God and Food.
Please bring your donated
food to the church. Need an
idea for what food? Check
out the Bulletin Board in the
Hallway.

Robbie Teague, Youth Director Robbie@oakhillspres.org
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Christmas Party
White Elephant
Gift Exchange

Bottle Drop
Fundraiser
Total Donated
$450.92
The money goes
directly to the Church Youth.

Susan Teague, Children’s Director Susan @oakhillpres.org
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Session Approves 2022 Budget
During our December meeting, the OHPC Session approved a budget for 2022. Income from all sources is
projected to be $325,600 while expenses are projected to be $345,700. These projections will result in a
deficit of $20,100. The projected deficit is due, in large part, to the addition of part time youth and children's
ministry directors during 2021. Their salaries will be covered for part of 2022 by a generous donation;
however, our church budget must cover the remainder.
While it is never good to have to project a deficit budget, ministering effectively to children and youth is vital
to sustaining and growing our church family. We are grateful that we have uncommitted cash reserves of
approximately $135,000 to cover any deficit we expect to encounter in 2022. We continue to trust that our
gracious God, who calls us to serve our community, will also provide the resources necessary to do so.
~Larry Totzke, Elder

Lend your voice to our worship services!
We’re looking for volunteers to help lead in worship. This
may include reading scripture, leading our prayer of
confession, or offering the announcements. Those willing to
help out can contact Sue Howard in the church office
(ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org). Preparation and coaching
will be offered by pastor Jeremy. Come help us worship
together!
Coming this Spring:

The Alpha Course
Do you have questions about Christianity?
Or do you know some who might?
Alpha provides a safe space to inquire
about the faith without pressure or
judgment.
Oak Hills challenge: Choose one person
who you think would benefit from
attending Alpha, and start praying for them
now. Then, look for an opportunity to
invite them in the spring.
~ Rev. Christy Polk,
Christy@oakhillspres.org

EMAIL SCAM ALERT!
There is a reoccurring email scam that is from a gmail account pretending to be Pastor Jeremy.
It usually begins by saying, He needs help with something, but he is busy so no phone calls.
After exchanging a few emails they will ask for you to purchase gift cards to be sent for some
program or person. Pastor Jeremy would never ask you to purchase gift cards with a
quick response. These email come from a gmail account. Pastor Jeremy will always be using
his oakhillspres.org account. If you have any questions, please give the office a call at
503.654.4321.
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Clackamas Service Center
Christmas Dinner was cancelled this year due to covid.
Cathy Searles asked how Oak Hills could support the center during the holidays. The center asked for
100 one-gallon individual care packages for their clients. These bags could contain gloves, hats, playing
cards, toiletry items, etc. Cathy purchased the supplies and the Youth Group packed the bags. Cathy
delivered the bags to CSC .
~Cathy Searles, Missions & Care Team
We are partnering with Love INC during the month of February for our annual nonfood pantry drive.
This Love, INC nonfood pantry is located at Milwaukie Lutheran Church. This pantry serves low income,
homeless people in the North Clackamas area.
Items needed include Cleaning items —dishwashing liquid, all purpose cleaner, laundry
soap (not from Dollar Store), paper towels, windex, comet.
Personal Hygiene items —toothbrush, toothpaste, dental floss, toilet
tissue, razor, shave cream, shampoo, conditioner, soap, hair brush,
comb, deodorant.
There will be a box in the fellowship hall for your donations.
~Cathy Searles

Backpack Buddies Update
Many Thanks to the 15 Youth and 2 Dads who helped pack food in December for 96
children at Lot Whitcomb elementary School—what an efficient crew! January
packing sessions will be Tuesday, Jan 4th at 7pm and Saturday, Jan 15th at 9am. In
February, our packing dates are Tuesday, Feb 1 at 7pm and Saturday, Feb 12th at
9am. For health and safety we prefer to limit the packing group size to 12, so PLEASE
send your RSVP to Jim-Louise_Anderson@wycliffe.org. Thanks to all who donate
peanut butter and snack items to BPB. There is a bin under the table near the office
door, for donations. ~Louise & Jim Anderson

RED CROSS
Blood Drive
February 10th
1:30—6:30pm
~Liz Nelson,

PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING THE EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN
PRAY FOR PEOPLE IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME,

Joann Devlin leads the prayer chain ministry. While many still stay home during Covid, and we
cannot be with our church family, the prayer chain offers you a chance to keep up and stay
connected with people in our church. People contact me through email or phone, and let me
know if they are ill, going to have surgery, or if they would like prayers for a loved one or
friend. I then contact the prayer chain only through an email, or by phone, if you do not have a
computer. You then will know who needs your prayers. I will also try to keep you updated on
how those, we are praying for, are doing. THAT IS IT! It keeps us in communication through the week (not just on
Sunday.) Joann started this many years ago, when they had not been able to go to church for a couple weeks, and then
found out a church member, who had been ill, had unexpectedly passed away and the funeral was over. This was also
before cell phones and not many had computers. Anyway, I sure hope you will consider joining us. If so, you can
email me or call me at.
Volume 20, Issue 1
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Oak Hills’ Library

“How to Eat Your Bible”
Looking for a great new book in the new
year? Considering a new year’s resolution to
read your bible more? Check out a brand new
volume entitled “How to Eat Your Bible.” This
user-friendly resource offers entry-level aids in
reading, understanding and applying the Word
of God, for anyone who’s struggled to get
started with scripture. If you’d like to read
along you’ll find a new copy in our Oak Hills
Library soon!

Welcome to our church library which is a work in
progress. Our library has moved to the Fireside Room
(fireplace to arrive in the future). On October 30th, Katie
Cummings, Betsy Holzgraf, Louise Anderson, and Sue
Munn met to begin the reorganization of the library.
Louise will be the new librarian assisted by Sue Munn.
The non-fiction books are now in order and we are
working on resource books and fiction. To check out a
book, please follow the directions on the stand under the
TV and file the check-out card in the box. Books returned
need to be placed in the return basket. Louise and Sue will
be working from 9-12 am on the first and third Thursdays
of the month. Thank you to Eddie Mensinger for the
books he has donated from his personal library and several
others. Hope to see you using the library!

Oak Hills’ Book Corner
This is a place to share a review about a book in our
library. The program for The Women’s Dessert Night was
based on a book by James W. Moore titled “What Do You
Want for Christmas?” Martha Shaw has donated several
books written by James W. Moore. The one I selected to
Review is “When the World Takes the Wind Out of Your
Sails.” The pandemic continues to affect our lives
especially with the new Omicron variant. Moore asks the
question “How do we respond to the troubles of the
world?” Answers could be – run away, hide, quit on life,
feel sorry for ourselves, find someone to blame. In this
book Moore reminds of a better way. He reminds of God’s
promise to never forsake us, to never desert us, to never
leave us, and to always be with us, come what may.
If you would like to share a review of a book in our
library, please write a short review and email it to Sue
Munn, Adult Spiritual Nurture Elder.

Volume 20, Issue 1

Page 6

Women’s Association
Women’s Association meets the second Thursday of
the month. All Women are welcome!

In January, Sue Munn will lead our 2nd lesson about
Ruth. The foreign daughter-in-law is praised for her
faithfulness and, in the end, Ruth is shown to be the
main reason King David’s family line can continue.
Cris Wright will lead the study of Bathsheba at our
February meeting. At first it appears that she is silent
and powerless, but when she steps onto the stage she
finds her voice and exhibits an ability to influence
kings.
Thursday, January 13, 9:30am
Thursday, February 10, 9:30am
~Louise Anderson

VOLUNTEERS Needed TO SERVE ON
OUR AV TEAM!! You absolutely do not
need AV experience to operate our new
systems! Come join us in the AV booth
during a Sunday service to see how much
fun and rewarding it can be to serve as a
vital part of our worship! Contact Tom
Heimburger, or Hank Brown, to learn
more about AV volunteer opportunities.

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church

2022

5101 SE Thiessen Road ◼ Milwaukie, OR 97267
503-654-4321 | ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org |
www.oakhillspres.org

SUNDAYS
Worship 9:15am & 11am
Children & Youth Sunday School Classes 9:15am
Adult Sunday Classes 9:15 & 10:30am
Youth Group 6-7:30pm

SUN
MON
2 10am Worship 3

TUE
4

WED
5

THU
6

FRI
7

1New Year’s Day
8 8am—2pm

& Testimony
Office Closed
12:30pm Staff Mtg
Service
2-5pm Iglesia
6:30-8pm High
Shalom
12-6pm TFR
School Hangout 12-6pm TFR
No Youth Group 6:30-8:30pm BSA
7pm AA
7pm BPB

6pm Praise Team
7pm Women’s
7pm Iglesia
Connect Group
Shalom

9

10

13

9:15 & 11am
Worship
2-5pm Iglesia
Shalom

Office Closed

11

12

12:30pm Staff Mtg

2:30pm Missions
& Caring

12-6pm TFR

14

12-6pm TFR
7pm AA

6pm Praise Team
7pm Iglesia
7pm Women’s
Shalom
Connect Group

16

19

20

9:15 & 11am
Worship

21

22

12:30-4pm Oak
12:30pm Staff Mtg Grove Garden
Club
2-5pm Iglesia
12-6pm TFR
Shalom
12-6pm TFR
6:30-8pm High
1pm Sabbatical
School Hangout
Team Meeting
6pm Youth Group 6:30-8:30pm BSA 7pm Session Mtg 7pm AA

6pm Praise Team 7pm Iglesia
Shalom
7pm Women’s
Connect Group

23

24

25

27

9:15 & 11am
Worship
2-5pm Iglesia
Shalom

Office Closed

12:30pm Staff Mtg

12-6pm TFR

6:30-8pm High
School Hangout

No Youth Group

6:30-8:30pm BSA

30 9:15 & 11am 31
Worship

10:30am
Congregational
Meeting

2-5pm Iglesia
Shalom

6pm Youth Group

1

Office Closed
12:30pm Staff Mtg
12-6pm TFR

6:30-8pm High
6:30-8:30pm BSA School Hangout
7pm BPB
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26

Staff & Session
Retreat

15

6:30-8pm High
6pm Youth Group 6:30-8:30pm BSA School Hangout

17 Office Closed 18

SAT

9:30am Women’s
Association
(zoom)

28

6:30-9pm
Youth Movie

29

12-6pm TFR

7pm AA

6pm Praise Team 7pm Iglesia
7pm women’s
Shalom
Connect Group

2

3

4

5

12-6pm TFR
7pm AA
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6pm Praise Team
7pm Women’s
.7pm Iglesia
Connect Group
Shalom
(Events subject to change.)

2022

OAK HILLS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
5101 SE Thiessen Road | Milwaukie OR 97267
503.654.4321 | www.oakhillspres.org

Rev. Jeremy Sanderson, Pastor (jeremy@oakhillspres.org)
Rev. Christy Polk, Associate Pastor (christy@oakhillspres.org)
Sue Howard, Administrative Assistant (ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org)
Robbie Teague, Director of Youth Ministry (robbie@oakhillspres.org)
Susan Teague, Director of Children’s Ministry (susan@oakhillspres.org)

SUN
30

MON
31

TUE
1

WED
2

THU
3

FRI
4

5

8:30am Men’s
Breakfast

9:15 & 11am
Office Closed
Worship
12:30pm Staff Mtg
2-5pm Iglesia
12-6pm TFR
Shalom
12-6pm TFR
6:30-8pm High
6-7:30pmYouth 6:30-8:30pm BSA School Hangout 7pm AA
Group
7pm BPB

6pm Praise Team
7pm Women’s
7pm Iglesia
Connect Group
Shalom

6

7 Office Closed 8

10 9:30am

9:15 & 11am
Worship
2-5pm Iglesia
Shalom
6-7:30pm Youth
Group

Women’s
Association
12-6pm TFR
1:30-6:30pm
Red
12-6pm TFR
12:30pm Staff Mtg 2:30pm Missions &
Cross
Blood
Drive
Care Team
6pm Praise Team
6:30-8pm High
7pm Women’s
6:30-8:30pm BSA School Hangout 7pm AA
Connect Group

7pm Iglesia
Shalom

13

14

18

9:15 & 11am
Worship
2-5pm Iglesia
Shalom
6-7:30pm Youth
Group

20
9:15 & 11am
Worship
2-5pm Iglesia
Shalom
6-7:30pm Youth
Group

Office Closed

15
12:30pm Staff Mtg
6:30-8pm High
School Hangout

9

16

17

12-6pm TFR
12:30-4pm Oak
Grove Garden
Club

12-6pm TFR
6:30-8:30pm BSA 7pm Session Mtg 7pm AA
.

21 Office Closed 22
12-6pm TFR

23

11

12
9am BPB

19

6pm Praise Team
7pm Women’s
7pm Iglesia
Connect Group
Shalom

24

25

26

12:30pm Staff Mtg
12-6pm TFR

6:30-8pm High
School Hangout

7pm AA

27

6pm Praise Team
7pm Iglesia
7pm Women’s
Shalom
Connect Group

28
1
2 Ash Wednesday 3
4
9:15 & 11am
Office Closed
Worship
12:30pm Staff Mtg
2-5pm Iglesia
l12-6pm TFR
Shalom
12-6pm TFR
6pm Praise Team
6-7:30pm Youth 6:30-8:30pm BSA 6:30-8pm High
7pm Women’s
7pm Iglesia
Group
School Hangout 7pm AA
Connect Group
Shalom
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5
8:30am Men’s
Breakfast

(Events subject to change.)

