
 

 

A Resilient Hope 
One of the lessons these past two years have taught us is the danger of pinning our hopes 
on a certain set of circumstances. Just when we think the world will resolve itself, 
something else goes haywire: a new COVID variant; political turbulence; economic 
inflation; global instability; changes in our workplace, our family, our friendships – it 
seems we can never quite outrun the disruptions of life in a broken world. What we need 
is a hope that goes deeper than circumstances, a source of confidence that no earthly 
turmoil can steal away. 

Our Christian forebears knew this well. Many lived in times far more tumultuous than our 
own. The plagues, the dark ages, the great wars: history reveals many moments in which 
things got worse, and worse, and worse, before they ever got better. Those waiting for the 
world to improve were left waiting for a lifetime. Christians facing this reality learned to 
hold the things of the world loosely. For example, the practice of fasting during the 
season of Lent – voluntarily refraining from the pleasures of food, drink or physical 
comfort – became a way of declaring freedom from attachment to worldly things. If I am 
truly free in Christ, then no earthly loss, no present 
discomfort, no momentary struggle can steal away 
that freedom. In fact, some of the greatest spiritual 
revivals of history came on the heels of calamity, 
when earthly attachments were stripped away and 
people searched for a deeper kind of hope.   

What is that hope?  How does the gospel sustain us 
when the world falls apart? The story of Easter is 
powerful precisely because it speaks of a hope that 
springs up after everything has already gone wrong. 
It’s not a story of escape, but of resurrection. Not protection from suffering, but suffering 
itself redeemed. Not a life spared, but a life ended, buried, and raised again. It’s not a 
story of things working out, but of a God who brings glory from the broken pieces of 
our failed plans. Christians can thrive in times of worldly disruption precisely because 
our hope is not rooted in the circumstances of this world. Easter shows us a hope that 
awaits us on the other side of total collapse. As one pastor put it: “you can kill us, but you 
cannot hurt us.” On that first Easter, the very worst this world could do only served to 
magnify the power of God. From that moment on, Christians knew that nothing could 
steal their hope, because nothing can stop God’s victory. No pandemic, no political 
collapse, no change or loss or hardship – not even death itself.     

Which is why I’m looking forward to Easter this year. Not because I hope that COVID 
numbers will be down and masks will be optional (though I do). Not because I’m 
expecting warmer weather, blossoming flowers and more daylight (though I am). I’m 
looking forward to Easter because, no matter what else happens, nothing can stop it. The 
anchor of our faith, the foundation of our hope, is an empty tomb and a savior who lives. 
Nothing can ever put him back in the tomb. The very worst of our world could not stop 
the very best of God’s plans.   

I hope you’ll join us this Lent as we journey with Jesus through the days 
of his passion, into the darkness of Good Friday, so that when Easter 
comes, its message will be all the more clear: “O death, where now is thy 
sting?!” (I Cor 15:55). Halleluiah! He is risen. 

Yours in His Grace, 

 

  

Jeremy    
Jeremy Sanderson                   

Jeremy@oakhillspres.org 
 503-654-6173  (Pastor’s study) 
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OAK HILLS PURPOSE 
Gather … Grow … Glorify 

To be gathered by the Spirit as a 
community of faith, to grow into the 
likeness of Christ, and to glorify God 

every day in all we do.  

CORE VALUES 
Bible-Centered, Prayer, Missional, 
Generosity, Hospitality, Sabbath, 

Empathy, Wholeness 

To receive the OAK HILLS ACORN via 
email, contact the office, 
ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org  

...According to Matthew 
Back in September we began a journey into Matthew’s beautiful story of the life of Jesus.  It’s a 
story we need to know, about a man who changed history, and who still changes hearts and lives.  
This spring we follow Jesus’ ministry as he teaches and heals, laughs and weeps, comforts and 
agitates, and ultimately walks the dusty road to Golgatha… We’ll be taking our time, savoring the 
details as we get to know this man we call Messiah – our Savior.  Join us!

Daylight 

Savings 

Time begins  

March 13th. 

Set those 

clocks ahead 

One Hour,  

so you don’t 

arrive late to 

church. 

Sundays 

Wednesday
March 2 Ash Wednesday Psalm 103 

Communion 
 Rev. Christy Polk, preaching 

       

March 6 “God of the Living” Matthew 22: 23-33  

      (Daylight Saving’s time 
change) March 13 “The Greatest Commandment” Matthew 22: 34-40 

March 20 “Enduring to the End” 

Matthew 23: 37-   
24: 14   

March 27 “Habits of Faithfulness” Matthew 24: 36-46  

April 3 
“Knowing the Master, Investing the 
Gifts” Matthew 25: 14-29  

April 10 “The Triumphal Entry” Matthew 21: 1-11 Palm Sunday 

Thursday 
April 14 “The Lord’s Supper” Matthew 26: 17-30 

Communion 
Maundy Thursday 

Friday   
April 15 Good Friday Prayer Vigil  

12-7pm (drop-in with music & 
prayer stations) 

Easter 
April 17 “...With Fear and Great Joy” Matthew 28: 1-10 EASTER Sunday 

Matthew 28: 16-20 April 24 “The Great Commission” Rev. Christy Polk, preaching 

Mask Mandate Lifted: 

Throughout the pandemic, our church has abided by the 
protocols established by our local, state and federal 

government.  Oregon will lift it’s indoor mask mandate 
on March 19th.  In keeping with our policy, Oak Hills 

will relax our mask requirement beginning Sunday 
March 20th.   This means masking for worship and other 

church activities will be optional.  As a grace-filled 
fellowship, I trust we can continue to 

honor one another in whatever masking 
decision each worshipper chooses to 

make, even as we pray for the continued 
decline of COVID.  Thank you for your 

forbearance and grace. 
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For both God and Food. 
Please bring individually 

packaged snacks to church. 

 Bottle Drop 
Fundraiser  

Total Donated 
$746.52 

The money goes  

directly to the 
Church Youth. 

Worshiping from home with 
your kids?   
Want Children’s Sunday School 
lessons to do at home with 
your kids? 

Email Susan Teague about resources 
susan@oakhillspres.org 

YOUTH  

ARE  

HUNGRY! 

 SAVE THE DATES: 

VBS June 27th—July 1st 
July 17-22nd Youth Mission Trip To  

Idaho Servant Adventures  

Oak Hills Egg Hunt is BACK! 

YOUTH: 
April 15th, Come Join us 
for an ALL NIGHTER of  

packing easter eggs with 
candy for the neighbor-

hood kids to find. 

ADULTS: 

We need your candy and 
small prizes for the eggs. 

Be watching for contain-
ers in the fellowship hall 
to put the donations in. 

KIDS: 
Grab your Easter Baskets, 

Family and Friends for 
some Easter Egg Hunting 
FUN! We will have Hunts 
for ages 1yr - 6th Grade. 

SATURDAY APRIL 16th, 9am 

Thank You Youth  

for helping clean up the tree debris! 

Children & Youth 

Robbie Teague, Youth Director  Robbie@oakhillspres.org                    Susan Teague, Children’s Director    Susan @oakhillpres.org 
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As a contribution to the Sabbatical project and girls in Cameroon, 8 women at Oak Hills have signed up to 
make simple dresses to send with the Sanderson family. Missionary Kim Rasmussen, said they could give out 
up to 20 dresses. There are spaces open for 5 more dresses. If you want to make one for a girl in Africa, please 
sign up with Louise Anderson. There are patterns with basic instructions available in the church office or from 
Louise. Thanks! ~Louise Anderson 

The Choir returns for Easter,  
April 17th 

11am Worship Service. 

Easter Season  2022  
at Oak Hills Presbyterian Church 

March 2, 7pm, Ash Wednesday Worship  

April 10, 9:15 & 11am, Palm Sunday Worship                   

 Children’s Palm Processional at both services. 

April 14, 6pm, Church Potluck,                                                                   

   7pm, Maundy Thursday Worship / communion 

April 15, 12pm-7pm, Good Friday Prayer Vigil                         

 (drop-in with music and prayer stations) 

April 15, 6pm, Youth Overnighter 

April 16, 9am, Community Easter Egg Hunt on the Lawn.  
April 17, 9:15am (Contemporary) & 11am (with Choir), 

Easter Worship and Flowering of the Cross 

 (Nursery care and Sunday school through age 5-K. Older 
children and youth invited to join in this special worship 
service. No Adult Sunday  school). 

If you are interested in helping 
Afghan refugees resettle here in 

Oregon please contact Sylvia Totzke, 
Missions Team.  They need Family 

Mentors, Donations of cell phones & 
laptops, electric kettles & skillets and 

people to provide Transportation. 

It’s Time for Rice & Beans! 

During the season of Lent we partner with our friends at Lahash International to raise 
funds for their orphanage ministries in East Africa.  Here’s how: 

 

1. Pick up a Rice & Beans devotional and complimentary spice pack at church, on Ash 
Wednesday or the Sunday after. 

2. Plan with your household to eat one or more simple meals of rice & beans each 
week during Lent. This helps us understand what life is like for many people in 
developing nations where most meals consist of a simple starch. 

3.  Track the approximate amount you save on groceries by eating simply, and 
contribute that amount each week (or all at the end) to the donation jar in fellowship hall 
(gifts can also be made by check, or online at www.oakhillspres.org/online-
giving/) .  For example, two rice & beans meals a week might save $10/week on 
groceries, which would become a $60 donation at the end of Lent. 

4.  Use the provided devotional to deepen your journey of Lent, as we learn about and 
pray for our global brothers and sisters. 

 

That’s it!  We hope you’ll join us! 

-The Mission Team 

 

mailto:Louise_Anderson@wycliffe.org
http://www.oakhillspres.org/online-giving/
http://www.oakhillspres.org/online-giving/


 

 

Sabbatical Summer 2022 
What is a Sabbatical? 
The word sabbatical comes from the biblical concept of sabbath, which means to “cease” or “rest.”  The goal of a 
sabbatical is spiritual renewal.  Most Christian traditions acknowledge that pastoral ministry entails spiritual demands 
that cannot be sustained indefinitely without time to recharge.  For that reason, all major denominations, including our 
own, recommend pastors be granted a sabbatical every seven years.  This also creates an opportunity for the 
congregation to rediscover its identity apart from the pastor.  Gifts and opportunities emerge that can help revitalize the 
life of the church.   

What are the Sandersons doing this summer? 
Thanks to the incredible provision of a sabbatical grant from the Lilly foundation, the Sanderson family will experience 
travel and exposure to the global church in three primary locations: 

Younde, Cameroon (West Africa) – We will stay with Kent & Kim Rasmussen, missionaries serving with Wycliffe. Our 
kids will join the Rasmussen kids in their schooling while Jeremy and Sarah have a chance to encourage Kent and Kim 
and observe translation work underway. We will also spend time with Jason and Christy Carmean, who lead a pastoral 
training program in Younde (the same program Eddie and Linda Mensinger once led!). Through them we will meet local 
pastors, and learn what it’s like to do ministry in a very different context. 

Abderdeen, Scotland – We will spend a week in and around the city of Aberdeen, as Jeremy visits with Dr. John 
Swinton, a Scottish theologian who specializes in the theology of disability. Dr. Swinton has written on the importance 
of inclusion in the church, and the value of those whose gifts are often overlooked. These conversations are intended to 
inspire a new vision for our fellowship going forward, in which we grow as a church for all people, celebrating all gifts. 

Pine Ridge, South Dakota – In late summer the Sandersons will drive east, camping along the way. Our destination is 
the Pine Ridge Reservation, home of the Lakota tribe and site of Jeremy’s ancestry. This is a chance to encounter a 
culture that is part of our family heritage, and to connect with those serving Christ through missions of mercy in that 
impoverished community. 

What will happen at Oak Hills this summer? 
Thanks to our awesome staff team and session, our ministry will thrive while the Sandersons are away.  Christy Polk 
will become acting head of staff, while elder Larry Totzke will step in to support the ministry with regular church office 
hours and half of the summer preaching responsibility.  Alongside Larry and Christy, we are arranging several guest 
speakers who will highlight aspects of Jeremy’s sabbatical theme. The sabbatical will begin with a sendoff banquet (see 
below), and conclude with a potluck in September. In between, all the usual activities (VBS, Idaho Servant Adventures, 
Summer Festival) will take place as usual.  Stay tuned for dates and details! 

What can I do to be involved? 
There are many ways to lend a hand! Volunteer with VBS, or help plan the summer festival.  Get trained to help with 
worship needs such as slideshow, livestream or soundboard.  Volunteer to contact our homebound, or call on those who 
are sick.  Help prepare the sanctuary for worship each Sunday. Those interested in lending a hand can contact Larry 
Totzke (ltotzke46@gmail.com).  Finally, pray – for the safety and success of the Sandersons’ trip, for the flourishing of 
our fellowship, and for a renewed vision and common purpose as we move forward in the coming year! 
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Sanderson Sabbatical Send-off Banquet Planned for May 27 

SAVE—the –DATE!! Friday evening, May 27th  
You are invited for the all church send-off banquet for the Sanderson family, as we 
celebrate Pastor Jeremy’s well-earned sabbatical leave.  The banquet, which will be 
free for all, will be held at the beautiful Tumwater Ballroom overlooking Willamette 

Falls in Oregon City.  Festivities will begin at 6 p.m. 
with a buffet dinner served at 6:30 p.m.  The 
Sandersons will leave for Cameroon and Scotland the 
following week.  Childcare will be available at the 
church for children six and under whose parents feel 
that would be an appropriate option.  Watch for details 
of when and how to reserve your place at the table. ~ 
Larry Totzke 

mailto:ltotzke46@gmail.com
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Prayer Chain 
You are invited to join our telephone or email Prayer Chain, 
to commit to pray for those who have requested prayer for 

themselves or their loved ones.   
~Joann Devlin 

 

 Backpack Buddies  

We are serving 96 children at Lot Whitcomb Elementary 
School.  Our next packing dates are Tuesdays, March 1st, 
April 5th & April 19th at 7pm; Saturdays, March 12th, 

April 30 at 9am. If you are available to pack, please send your 
RSVP to Louise Anderson 

We are grateful to all for your participation in whatever form. 
~Jim & Louise Anderson, Co-coordinators for BPB. 

    We appreciate the generous giving spirit of Oak Hills. 
Thank you for all the donations for Love INC's nonfood 

pantry drive. Love INC serves many low income families  
who are in need of these items. Bless you!  

~Cathy Searles, Missions & Caring Team 

Women’s  
Association  

All Ladies are welcome! We meet, 
the second Thursday of the month, 9:30-
11:30 AM. March 10, April 14, and May 12. 
In February we met on Zoom.  It will be 
decided by March 7th if we meet in the 
Fellowship Hall or on Zoom.  

Pastor Christy Polk will be our study 
leader on March 10 and April 14. In March, 
we study Mary, a young woman in danger of 
complete disgrace, who has the courage to 
say “Yes!” to God. Mary’s experience of 
motherhood includes a bewildering birth, a 
risky escape as a refugee and a message from 
prophets that warn of the death of her son. 
She meets these difficulties with 
thoughtfulness and steadfastness. 

           April continues the study of Mary, the 
model disciple for all followers of Jesus. She 
allowed God to work in her despite the risk 
and pointed others to faith in Jesus. 

~Louise Anderson, coordinator 

MEN’S BREAKFASTS 
FIRST SATURDAYS BREAKFASTS  

8:30AM MARCH 5TH & APRIL 2ND  

~Larry Totzke 

Oak Hills’ Book Corner 

     One of the newer books we have received as 
a donation from Eddie Mensinger is “Finding 
God in Pain & Loss, Reflections of a Journey 
through Tough Times” by Dr. Brent 
Strawsburg.  This book was published in 2021 
and written by the author during the pandemic. 
The first sentence in the Introduction is “No one 
is immune to pain’s touch—no one!”   He 
continues to say-- the trauma that enters our life 
in the form of an illness, financial reversal, or 
hurtful circumstances can easily drive us away 
from God.  It’s important that Christians have 
practical tools to navigate the tough issues in 
life.   The author uses several reflections, 
including Bible quotes, stories around Job, 
Joseph, David, and Solomon and shared personal 
stories of his own and friends.  Some of the 
topics are Don’t Blame God, Trusting God with 
the Unseen, Leaning into God’s Comfort, 
Allowing Pain to Refine, Not Define.                                                                                         

     If you would like to share a review of a book 
in our library, please write a short review and 
email it to Sue Munn. 

     If you would like to volunteer in our library, 
please let Louise Anderson or Sue Munn know 
when you are available.  ~Sue Munn 



 

 

    SUN      MON      TUE      WED      THU      FRI      SAT 

27 
 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

  2-5pm Iglesia Shalom 
  
 6pm Youth Group 
 

28  

 Office Closed 
 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 6:30pm BSA 

1 
 

 12:30pm Staff Mtg 
   
 6:30pm High 
School Hangout 

 7pm BPB 

2 Ash 

Wednesday 
  
 1-6pm TFR 
 7pm Worshp 
  

3 
 
 
 
 
 6pm Praise Team 

4 
 
 
  
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

5 
 8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast  

 
 
 
 

6  

 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

  2-5pm Iglesia Shalom 
   
 6pm Youth Group 

7 

 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

 8 
 12:30pm Staff Mtg 
  
  

 
 

 6:30pm High 
School Hangout 

9 
 11:30am 
Sabbatical Team 

 1-6pm TFR 
 2:30pm Mission & 
Caring Team 

 7pm AA 

10 
 9:30am Women’s 
Association 

 

 
  
 6pm Praise Team 

11 
 
 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

12 

 
 
 

 
 

 13  
  9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 DAYLIGHT SAVING TIIME 
BEGINS 

  2-5pm Iglesia Shalom 
 
 6pm Youth Group 

14 
 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

15 
 12:30pm Staff Mtg 
  
 
  
 6:30pm High 
School Hangout 

 7pm Session Mtg 

16   1-6pm TFR 

  
12:30pm Garden 

Club 
 7pm Combined 

Youth Group 
 7pm AA 

17 
 
  St Patrick’s Day 
  
 
 
 6pm Praise Team 

 

18 
 

 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

19 

  
 

20 

 9:15 & 11am 
Worship   

   2-5pm Iglesia Shalom 
 
 

 6pm Youth Group 

21 
 Office Closed 
 
 

 1-6pm TFR 
 6:30pm BSA 

22 
  10am Youth Hike 
 
 No Staff  Mtg 

   
 No High School 
Hangout 

23 
  
  
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 7pm AA 

24 
 
 
 
 
 6pm Praise Team 
 

25 
  
 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

26 
  
 
 
 
 

27  9:15 & 11am 

Worship 
  

 2-5pm Iglesia Shalom 
 
    
  6pm Youth Group 

28 

 Office Closed 
 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 6:30pm BSA 

29 
 12:30pm Staff Mtg 
  
 
 6:30pm High 
School Hangout 

30 
  

 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 7pm AA 

31 
 

 
 
 6pm Praise Team 

1 
 

 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

2 
 8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast  

  
 
 
 

Oak Hills Presbyterian Church   
5101 SE Thiessen Road  ◼   Milwaukie, OR 97267 

503-654-4321   ◼   ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org  

|www.oakhillspres.org 

SUNDAYS  
 Worship 9:15am & 11am 

  

Youth Group 6:00—7:30pm  
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O AK  HIL LS    

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
 5101 SE Thiessen Road  |  Milwaukie OR 97267 

503.654.4321 |   www.oakhillspres.org 
Rev. Jeremy Sanderson, Pastor (Jeremy@oakhillspres.org) 

Rev. Christy Polk, Associate Pastor, (Christy@oakhillspres.org)  
Sue Howard, Administrative Assistant (ohpc_admin@oakhillspres.org)  
Susan Teague, Children’s Ministry Director (susan@oakhillspres.org) 
Robbie Teague, Youth Ministry Director (Robbie@oakhillspres.org) 

      SUN      MON      TUE      WED      THU      FRI      SAT 

27  

 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

  2-5pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

   6pm Youth 
Group 

28 

 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

29 
 

 
  
 7pm High School 
Hangout 

30 
  
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 
 7pm AA 

31 
 

 
 
 
 6pm Praise Team 
 

1 
 

 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

2 
 8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast  

 
 
 

 

3 9:15 & 11:15am                        

  Worship 
  2-5pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

  

 6pm Youth Group 

4 
 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

5 
 12:30pm Staff Mtg 

  
 
 6:30pm High 
School Hangout 

 7pm BPB  

610am Staff mtg 

  
   
 1-6pm TFR 

 
 7pm AA 

7 

  
 
    
 6pm Praise Team 

8  
 

  
 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

9  
  

10 Palm 

 Sunday 

 9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

    2-5pm Iglesia 
Shalom  

 6pm Youth Group 

11 
 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

12 
12:30pm Staff Mtg 

 
 

 6:30pm High 
School Hangout  

1310am Staff Mtg 

  
  
1-6pm TFR 
 2:30pm Mission &  
Caring Meeting 

 7pm AA 

14 
  
 9:30am Women’s 
Association 

  
 6pm Potluck 
 7pm Maundy 
Thursday Worship 

15 Good Friday 

 12-7pm Prayer 
Vigil 

 6pm Youth 
Overnighter  

7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

16 
 9am Community 
           Egg Hunt 

 
  
 
 

17 EASTER 

  9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

 
   2-5pm Iglesia 
Shalom   

  no Youth Group 

18 

 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

19 
No Staff Mtg 
 
 No High School 
Hangout 

 7pm BPB 
 7pm Session Mtg 

2010am Staff mtg 

  
 
  1-6pm TFR 

 
 
 7pm AA 

21 
 
 
 
 
 6pm Praise Team 

22 
 
 
 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

23 
  
 

  
 

24 
  9:15 & 11am 
Worship 

  2-5pm Iglesia 
Shalom  

  6pm Youth 
Group 

25 

 Office Closed 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 6:30pm BSA 

26 
 12:30pm Staff Mtg 
 
  
 
 6:30pm High 
School Hangout  

2710am Staff Mtg 

 
 
 1-6pm TFR 
 
 
 7pm AA 

28 
 
 
 
 
 6pm Praise Team 
 

29 
 

 
 
 
 7pm Iglesia 
Shalom 

30 
 9am BPB 
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